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Waynesville High 
School has been named in 
the top 10 percent of all 
high schools in Missouri 
by U.S. News and World 
Report rankings. While the 
rankings were released in 
April, banners and plaques 
are just now available for 
districts earning the honor. 

The rankings are based on 
how many students took at 
least one AP exam, passed 
at least one AP exam, the 
mathematics proficiency of 
students and graduate rate.

There are 584 public and 
charter high schools in the 
state of Missouri. 

U.S. News & 
World Report 
ranks WHS in 
top of Missouri 
high schools

Sheryl Lamme and Ruth Ponce-Batts collaborated on Partridge’s Unity Walk, which 
was held on Oct. 23. Each student and staff member designed a fabric strip expressing 
their identity during Lamme’s art class. Students first tied, then braided the fabric 
pieces together, creating a rope symbolizing that together we are united and stronger. 
Students carried the rope during their Unity Walk to show that together they stand 
against bullying. All students were paired together and answered “get to know you” 
questions that were posted throughout the walk. The students learned that being an 
upstander can be as simple as being friendly to someone you may not know.

Top 10%

The Waynesville Tiger 
Athletics Booster Club 
will host the annual 
Tip Off Banquet at        
6 p.m. on Dec. 9 (not 
Nov. 19 as previously 
announced).  

New date 
announced



 Waynesville High School celebrated Military Appreciation 
Night on Friday, Oct. 25, before and during the varsity football 
game at Tiger Stadium.

The high school’s Partners in Education – the 787th Military 
Police Battalion and the 3-10th Infantry Battalion—participated 
in the event, including forming a tunnel for the WHS Tiger 
football team to walk through just before the start of the game. 

Sgt. 1st Class Felicia S. Mitchell sang the National Anthem.
In recognition of the great relationship between Fort 

Leonard Wood and the Waynesville R-VI School district, Lt. 
Col. William Earl (top left) from 3-10th Infantry Battalion, 
Capt. De’Angelo Criss and 1st Sgt. Adam Wright of the 787th 
Military Police Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood joined the team 
captains to participate in the ceremonial coin toss on the 50-
yard line.

Pictured at left 
following the 
coin toss are 
Waynesville High 
School Athletic 
Director Cory 
Ace, Waynesville 
High School 
Principal Randy 
Luebbert, Lt. Col. 
William Earl from 
3-10th Infantry 
Battalion, 1st Sgt. 
Adam Wright of 
the 787th Military 
Police Battalion, 
Capt. De’Angelo 
Criss of the 787th 
Military Police 
Battalion and 
Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent 
of Waynesville 
Schools. The 
787th Military 
Police Battalion 
and the 3-10th 
Infantry Battalion 
serve as the 
Partners in 
Education for 
Waynesville High 
School.

WHS celebrates Military Appreciation Night



Eighth graders – members 
of the Class of 2024 – and 
their parents are invited to 
Waynesville High School to 
learn more about freshman 
courses and the scheduling 
process from to 6 to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20, in 
the WHS Auditorium. 

 “We feel it is very 
important that students 
make quality course 
selections as freshmen to 
obtain a strong foundation 
for the rest of their high 
school careers,” says 
Theresa McNutt, WHS 
counselor.

The event helps prepare 
families to make decisions 
about the courses their 
student will take during 
the upcoming freshman 
enrollment.  In December, 
the freshman counselor 
will visit Waynesville 
Middle School, present the 
WHS curriculum and ask 
families to return the course 
preference sheets the next 
day.

“This is a pressure-free 
environment that allows 
families to ask questions, 
explore the many options 
available and to choose 
the path that best suits the 
student’s long-term goals,” 
McNutt says.  

For further information, 
please call Theresa McNutt 
at 573-842-2400 ext. 
2448 or email:  tmcnutt@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

8th graders 
& parents 
invited to 
WHS on 
Nov. 20

Thayer Elementary students in Amy Benson’s 
class have been studying life cycles, including 
creating models to show the steps in the process.

Waynesville R-VI 
students in grades 6-12 
will conduct either a fire 
drill or intruder drill during 
transitional times during 
the first two weeks of 
November.  The exact time 
or the day of the drill will 
not be announced in order 
to test preparedness and 
response times.

“Our goal is to heighten 
student and staff awareness 

Grades 6-12 to participate in drills
and readiness,” said Michele 
Sumter, director of student 
services. “We always 
want to keep our students 
safe and it is important to 
practice during times when 
students are not in their 
classrooms.”

The drill is estimated 
to last approximately 10 
minutes. Parents of students 
in grades 6-12 who need 
to check out their children 

during these two weeks, 
should allow an extra 10 
minutes for check out in 
case their arrival coincides 
with the drill. During the 
drill, students will be unable 
to check out and parents 
will be asked to wait outside 
the building. 

“The wait may be an 
inconvenience, but the 
safety of our students is our 
priority,” Sumter said.

Fall 
reflection 
artwork 
by Thayer 
Elementary 
students. 



Waynesville High School 
inducted 57 students into the 
National Honor Society on 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, in the 
WHS Auditorium. 

At the start of the ceremony, 
NHS Sponsor William 
DeMalade thanked his NHS 
officers for swiftly responding 
when he was in need of medical 
attention. (He is fine now.)  
WHS Principal Randy Luebbert 
then presented NHS Thank You 
coins to the following students 
who assisted on that day: Katy 
Blau, Allison Gurley, Janie 
Keyes, Hannah Kitson, Dakota 
Mitchell and Kristen Sneed.

Two Waynesville High School runners – Bryan O’Barr and Madelyn 
Newsom – will compete in the Cross Country Sectional Meet this 
Saturday.

“I am very proud of these two. They definitely put in the work in the 
off season and throughout the season to earn their spot at the sectional 
meet. They are both great kids and I am glad to have at least one more 
week of training with them,” said Cross Country Coach Nicole Jarman.

The Sectional Meet will be Saturday, Nov. 2 in Chesterfield, Mo. 
Qualifiers from the sectional meet will advance to the State meet. The 
pair qualified during the Class 4 District 4 meet, which was held at 
Eureka, Mo., on Saturday, Oct. 26.

This year Waynesville Cross Country was placed in a new district assignment in which they 
compete against Lafayette, Eureka, Rolla, Parkway North, Parkway West, Marquette, Rockwood 
Summit, Northwest, Parkway South and Parkway Central. 

Competing for the varsity girls was Madelyn Newsom, Katelyn VanBelkum, Tessa Scott, Elonie 
Ward, Chambre Garcia, Mackenzie McCurdy and Lily Peace. Competing for the varsity boys was 
Bryan O’Barr, Luther Supancic, Evan Nitchman, Vadrick Donsbach, Keaton Noah, Robert Angulo 
and Gabriel Golinghurst. In order to advance to the Sectional meet, athletes must be in the top 30 
individuals or the top 4 teams. Sectional qualifiers were Bryan O’Barr (JR) who placed 4th with a 
time of 16:09 and Madelyn Newsom (SR) who placed 15 with a time of 20:11.

WHS inducts 57 students into NHS

Anna Hilburgh, a 
Waynesville High School 
senior, is a semifinalist in 
the 65th annual National 
Merit® Scholarship 
Program. 

The National Merit® 
Scholarship Program honors 
individual students who 
show exceptional academic 
ability and potential for 
success in rigorous college 
studies. These academically 
talented high school seniors 
have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition 
for some 7,600 National 
Merit Scholarships worth 
more than $31 million. 

To be considered for a 
Merit Scholarship® award, 
semifinalists must fulfill 
several requirements to 
advance to the Finalist level 
of the competition including 
a detailed application 
and school counselor 
recommendation. 

More than 90 percent 
of the semifinalists are 
expected to attain Finalist 
standing, and about half 
of the Finalists will win a 
National Merit Scholarship, 
earning the Merit Scholar® 
title. Finalists will be 
announced in Spring 2020.

WHS student 
named 
National Merit 
Semifinalist

2 to compete in Cross Country Sectional Meet



Waynesville High School’s varsity 
football team will play Springfield 
Central in the semi-finals of districts at 
home starting at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 8. 

Passes are not accepted to district-
level and higher events. The cost 
of admission is $5 per person, per 
MSHSAA.

Waynesville is ranked 10th in the 
state in the statewide high school 
football rankings, as compiled by a 
panel of sportswriters and broadcasters.

The Waynesville Career Center has named its October Students of the Month.  
Grace Hand, above left, is a senior from Richland who is in the health science 

class and was nominated by Joni Milligan. Milligan shared, “Grace always comes to 
class prepared, is always engaged, uses her class time appropriately, always turns her 
assignments in on time and most importantly she is always helpful and kind to her 
classmates.  I have witnessed her on several occasions stop what she is working on 
to help another student who had a question.  On field day she even purchased some 
food items for another student at the concessions stand who did not have any money.  I 
know without a doubt Grace will be successful in any career path she decides on and I 
feel very blessed to have such a great student in Health Science. “

John Zollman, above right, is a junior from Dixon who is in the welding and 
manufacturing class. He was nominated by Adam Rodden, who shared, “John is 
extremely motivated to succeed in the welding field. He comes in prepared and excited 
every day; he wants to learn everything that I can teach him and more. He strives to 
be the best in my class and has the work ethic to make it happen. I look forward every 
day to see what he accomplishes in class. He is truly an outstanding student.”

WCC October Students of the Month

WHS football 
ranked 10th in 
state, to play 
Nov. 8 at WHS

Meet the Tiger will be held from 4 to 
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 26, in the main 
gym at Waynesville High School.

The schedule at right shows when the 
teams will be playing and the amount 
of time the teams will be spending on 
the court.   

During Meet the Tiger, the fall sports 
athletes who have been named All-
Conference and All-district players, 
as well as WHS’s STRIPES award 
winners, will be named.

Meet the Tiger to be held Nov. 26 at WHS 



1)  If it’s snowing, will there be school? 
It depends! The Waynesville R-VI School District has 
multiple options in the event of winter weather conditions, 
including:
 a. School will be in session. No changes. (Please note that 
     the district does not typically make announcements that 
     school is in session. If there is no announcement, then 
     school is in session.)
b. Run buses on snow routes.  If we run snow routes in the 
     morning, we will run snow routes in the afternoon as well. 
     See https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/4064 for 
     snow route information about where stops are located. 
c. Delayed start. All buses will run two hours late and all 
     schools will open two hours late when it is announced that 
     there will be delayed start.
d. Early dismissal.  An announcement will be made if school 
     is to be dismissed early. The time varies. 

2) How are decisions made regarding the weather and    
whether or not school will be in session?  
a. In the event of winter weather conditions, transportation 
    personnel begin checking roads at 3:30 a.m. and when 
    possible, the decision is made by 5 a.m. Real humans are 
    out driving the roads in our school district checking them 
    to see if they are safe for travel. 

3) If school is cancelled, where will the information be 
posted and/or available?  
a.  A phone call will go to families
b.  A Remind text will be sent to families
c.  Local radio stations will be notified
d.  Tiger TV (Channel 12) and television station KY3 will be 
     notified
e.  A post will appear on the Waynesville R-VI School 
     District’s Facebook page
f.  A post will appear on each of the school’s websites

Snow and inclement weather information
4)  How will I know if I am going to receive a message? 
a.   If you have received Remind messages from Waynesville 
      R-VI this school year, then you are on our list

5)  Is it possible that I will receive a phone call and a text? 
a.   Yes. We utilize two separate systems to ensure you 
      receive at least one of the messages. 

6)  If it starts to snow or ice, why don’t you immediately   
dismiss school? 
a.  There are times when the district is advised to keep 
     students safe at school and allow time for crews to treat 
     the roads.
 
7) Terrible weather is predicted and other schools around 
 have announced they are closing for the next day.  Why 
 haven’t we? 
a.  The local weather is very unpredictable, even with 
     sophisticated satellite systems. If at all possible, we would 
     like our students to be in school where they will be 
     learning in heated classrooms and where warm meals are 
     served. 

8) Other schools are out.  Why are we still going to 
school?
a.  Each school district’s road conditions are different. We 
     know where our most challenging spots are located and 
     a real human goes out and drives on those routes – often 
     in the very bus that will be driving that route. 

9)  The windchill is expected to be below zero and you 
plan to have school? 
a.  Yes, below freezing temperatures occur in this area, which 
     puts the windchill below zero at times.  If your child or a 
     child you know of is in need of a coat or shoes, please 
     contact your school nurse to see if any of these items are 
     available.  

Col. Eric Towns, Garrison Commander of Fort Leonard Wood, toured Williams Early Childhood Center on Fort Leonard Wood, 
along with School Liaison Specialist Bobbie Petersen, on Friday, Nov. 1, 2019. They met with Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
and Dr. Molinda Mitchell, the principal, to discuss the center’s programs and then toured the facility. 



Waynesville High School Tiger swimmers competed in Springfield on Saturday, Oct. 26, at the Springfield Invitational, where 
Gavin Miller dropped .85 of a second on his 50 Free and another 2.3 seconds on his 100 Free. 

Waynesville High School 
boys swim season 
officially ended on Nov. 
1. The boys put up some 
great personal best at 
SWMO. Colten Schultz 
had a PR of 31.32 in the 50 
Free. Gavin Miller had a PR 
1:02.97 in the 100 free and 
26.33 in the 50 free. David 
Benjamin Rondon had a 
PR of 1:01.34 in the 100 
free. “This season was full 
of personal bests, both in 
and out of the pool,” said 
Coach Amber Earl. 

Waynesville High School 
recognized senior football players 
(2 of whom are pictured above), 
band members (top left) and 
cheerleaders (bottom left) on 
Friday, Oct. 25, at Tiger Stadium.


